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CLAIM AMENDMENTS: 

WE CLAIM : 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Cancelled) 

3 . (Cuirenti v Amended) An automatic, water dispensing, filter shutoff device includine 
a replaceable and disposable filter, the shutoff de vice being in r emovable engagement and fluid 
communication with a water container and adapted to disable dispensing after a predetermined 
amount of dispensing, substantially corresponding with the filtration capacity of the filter, has 
occurred, comprising: 

a monitoring and disa bling apparatus having a shutoff mechanism moveable 
between dispensing and disabling locations, the disabling location being one in which the 
shutoff apparatus is placed in an interfering position with the engagement between the 
device and the water container: 

wherein the shutoff mechanism automatically moves into the interfering position 
once the predetermined amount of dispensing has occurred, and without interrupting 
dispensing from an engaged water container; and 

3 ho filter— shtttofif d e vic e of Claim 2, w herein the device is capable of 
distinguishing between water containers having different volumetric capacities, and of 
moving the shutoff mechanism to the disabling location once the filtration capacity has 
been met, despite engagement of the device to differently-sized water containers; 

whereby the used filter must first be removed and replaced with a new filter prior 
to reestablishing engagement and fluid communication between the shutoff device and a 
new water container. 

4. (Currently Amended) The filter shutoff device of Claim 4-3, wherein the device 
provides visual feedback to a user that filter replacement should occur. 

5. (Currently Amended) The filter shutoff device of Claim 410, wherein the shutoff 
mechanism comprises a plunger whose vertical height may be varied to obstruct engagement 
between the shutoff device and the water container. 

6. (Cancelled) 
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7. (Original) The filter shutoff device of Claim 5, wherein the plunger includes plunger 
teeth located about an outer periphery of the plunger, and the plunger also includes downwardly 
extending plunger teeth. 

8. (Currently Amended) The filter shutoff device of Claim 610, wherein the number of 
indexing teeth are chosen to correspond with the predetermined amount of dispensing, given 
volumetric capacity of the water container. 

9. (Currently Amended) The filter shutoff device of Claim 810, wherein the indexing 
ring rotates as successive water containers are used, with each incremental rotation 
corresponding to a single water container usage. 

KL(Currently Amended) An automatic, water dispensing- filter shutoff device including 
a replaceable and dis posable filter, the shutoff device being in removable engagement and fluid 
communication with a water container and adapted to disable dispensing after a predetermined 
amount of dispensing has occurred, comprising: 

a monitoring and disabling apparatus having a shutoff mechanism moveable 
between dispensing and disabling locations, the disabling location being one in which the 
shutoff ap paratus is placed in an interfering position with the engagement between the 
device and the water container, the monitoring and disabling apparatus including an 
indexing ring carrying indexing teeth. The filter shutoff device nf Claim whefeifl the 
indexing ring further comprisinges a retractable tooth for use in distinguishing 
differently-sized water containers^ 

w herein the shutoff mechanism automatically moves into the interfering position 
once the predetermined amount of dispensing has occurred, and without interrupting 
dispensing from an engaged water container: 

whereby the used filter must first be removed and replaced with a new filter prior 
to reestabl ishing engagement and fluid communication between the shutoff device and a 
new water container. 

1 1 , (Currently Amended) The filter shutoff device of Claim +3, wherein the filter 
comprises a filter media. 

12. (Original) The filter shutoff device of Claim 1 1 ? wherein the filter media comprises a 
carbon-loaded, non-woven media combined with pleated support media. 
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13. (Currently Amended) An automatic water dispensing, filter shutoff device including 
a replaceable and disposable filter, the shutoff device being in removable engagement and fluid 
communication with a water container and adapted to disable dispensing after a predetermined 
amount of dispensing has occurred. T he filter shutoff devic e of Claim 1 . wh e r e in -the filter 
compris ing^ a replaceable filter cartridge that is automatically ejected once the predetermined 
amount of dispensing has occurred, comprising: 

a monitoring and disabling apparatus having a shutoff mechanism moveable 
between dispensing and disabling locations, the disabling location being one in which the 
shutoff apparatus is placed in an interfering position with the engagement between the 
device and the water container: 

wherein the shutoff mechanism automatically moves into the interfering position 
once the predetermined amount of dispensing has occurred, and without interrupting 
dispensing from an engaged water container: 

whereby the used filter must first be removed and replaced with a new filter prior 
to reestablishing engagement and fluid communication between the shutoff device and a 
new water container. 

14. (Currently Amended) The filter shutoff device of Claim 910, wherein the filter 
comprises a replaceable filter cartridge that is automatically ejected once the predetermined 
amount of dispensing has occurred, and wherein the monitoring and disabling apparatus further 
comprises an automatic indexing-reset mechanism such that when a used water bottle is removed 
from engagement with the shutoff device, the indexing ring i$ reset to an initial rotation position. 

15. (Currently A mended) An automatic, water dispensing, filter shutoff device including 
a replaceable and disposable filter, the shutoff device being in removable engagement and fluid 
communication with a water container and, adapted to disable dispensing after a predetermined 
amount of dispensing has occurred, comprising: 

T he filter ohutoff devic e of Claim 1, th e shutoff dovioo further comprising a valve 
mechanism allowing air to enter the shutoff device during water dispensing, and 
preventing water from exiting the filter during engagement of a water container to the 
shutoff device: and 

a monitoring and disabling apparatus having a shutoff mechanism moveable 
between dispensing and disabling locations, the disabling location being one in which the 



Page 4 of 9 

PAGE 4/10 * RCVD AT 712/2004 9:34:07 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRM/0 * DNIS:8729318 1 CSID:510 271 4715* DURATION (mm-ss):02-56 



• JUL 02 '04 19:09 FR CLOROX LEGAL SUC 510 271 4715 TO 917038729318 P. 05/10 

AppL No. : 10/692,603 

Filed : October 24, 2003 

shutoff apparatus is placed in an int erfering position with the engagement between the 
device and the water container: 

wherein the shutoff mechanis m automatically moves into the interfering position 
once the predetermine d amount of dispensing has occurred, and without interrupting 
dispensing from an engaged w ater container- 

whereby the used filter must first be removed and re placed with a new filter prior 
to reestablish ing engagement and fluid communication between the shutoff device and a 
new water container. 

16. (Original) The filter shutoff device of Claim 15, wherein the valve mechanism 
comprises two or more valves. 

17. (Currently Amended) The filter shutoff device of Claim 43, further comprising a | 
semi-automatic cartridge-eject mechanism. 

18. (Cancelled) 

. !SL(Currently Amended) An automatic, water dispensing, filter shutoff device having a 
disposable and replaceable filter, the shutoff device being in removable engagement and fluid 
communication with a water container and adapted to disable dispensing after a predetermined 
amount of dispensing has occurred, comprising: 

a monitoring_and disabling apparatus comprising shutoff means moveable 
between dispensing and di sabling locations, the disabling location being one in which the 
shutoff means is placed in an interfering position with the engagement between the 
shutoff device and the water container: 

wherein the shutoff means automatically moves into the interfering position once 
the predetermined amount of dispensing has occurred, and without interrupting 
dispensing from an engaged water container, where by the used filter must first be 
removed and replaced with a new filter prior to reestablishing engagement and fluid 
communication between the shutoff device and a new water container: and 

Th e filter - fihutoff device of Claim 1 8 , -wherein the filter comprises a filter 
cartridge and a semi-automatic cartridge-eject mechanism, whereby the replaceable filter 
is automatically ejected once the predetermined amount of dispensing has occurred, and 
wherein the ejection process triggers resetting of the shutoff means. 
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(Currently Amended) The filter shutoff device of Claim +S19, wherein the shutoff means 
includes a plunger and rotating indexing means, and wherein when a used water bottle is 
removed from engagement with the shutoff device, the rotating indexing means is reset to an 
initial rotation position. 
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